CHAPTER   XIV
A MAJORITY OF ONE
THHE AUTHOR'S EDITION of Progress and Poverty sold
JL well enough at three dollars a copy to pay for the plates.
Now that he had these, Henry George approached D. Apple-
ton & Co. again and they agreed to bring the book out at once
in a commercial edition.
It was not until the new year (1880), however, that the
edition issued from the press. The sale of the book, at two
dollars a copy, was slow. George wrote jocularly to a friend,
"If the professed economists will only refute the truths I have
tried to make clear, their acceptance will come so much the
sooner." x
But the first disinterest and apathy of the reading public
meant lean days for George. He had to give up his job as in-
spector of gas meters to an appointee of the recently elected
Republican governor.2 Nevertheless, his faith in his book and
in himself did not falter. Later John Russell Young, who had
been managing editor of the New Jork Tribune at the time of
George's trip East in quest of the Associated Press franchise,
wrote that "I never see Progress and Poverty without recalling
and honoring the courage of the author. George never for a
moment—even when under the grinding heel of bitter condi-
tions—doubted the truth of his mission to mankind and its
ultimate success."3
Copies of the author's edition had been sent to notable figures
in the United States and abroad. Herbert Spencer made no
acknowledgement but William E. Gladstone and the Duke of
Argyll sent brief notes of thanks. Sir George Grey wrote en-
oy	o	J
thusiastically from New Zealand. Joseph Chamberlain sent a
gracious letter in which he said, "It appears to me a very inter-
esting study of a most important subject." This diplomat added
cautiously, "At the same time I must not be supposed to agree
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